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1. Overall Description:
SA2 thanks CT4 for their LS on NSACF Role and NSAC Service Area clarification in C4-232359 and would like to provide the following feedback.

[bookmark: _Hlk130291391]Q1: For hierarchical NSACF architecture, an NSACF may function as a primary NSACF or a subordinate NSACF. However, it is not clear to CT4 that whether the configuration of NSACF role (i.e. primary NSACF or subordinate NSACF) is per S-NSSAI basis, or for the whole PLMN?
A1: SA2 confirmed that in the hierarchical NSAC architecture the configuration of NSACF role (i.e. primary NSACF or subordinate NSACF) is per S-NSSAI basis. 
Hence in one PLMN, it is possible that for different configured S-NSSAI the NSAC is handled by different primary NSACF and associated subordinate NSACFs.  

Q2: If the network is configured with multiple NSAC service areas, is it possible or valid deployment that, for a given S-NSSAI, an NSACF instance can act as the primary NSACF and at the same time for certain NSAC service area(s) also act as a distributed NSACF (with other NASC service areas served by other distributed NSACFs).
A2: If the hierarchical NSAC architecture is deployed for the network with multiple NSAC service areas, it is possible that the role of primary NSACF and the role of distributed NSACF are co-located at the same NSACF instance. In this case, the NSACF role (i.e., primary NSACF or subordinate NSACF) need be differentiated, e.g. different NF role profile includes the different service entry point and NSAC service area information.

Q3: It is not clear to CT4, whether a NSAC service area may be identified by TAI(s) or should be instead identified by a new NSAC service area identifier that may take the form of an operator defined string?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A3: The NSAC service area information is used to discover and select the NSACF.As defined in clause 6.3.22 of TS23.501, it is required that the NSAC service area is unique and unambiguously identified. 
For the detail codec issue, i.e., whether a NSAC service area shall be identified by TAI(s) or take the form of an operator defined string, SA2 leave it for CT4 to decide on which option is better to be selected to fulfill the related requirement. 

2. Actions:
To CT4:
ACTION: 	SA2 kindly requests CT4 group to take the above responses into account.

3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:
TSG-SA2 Meeting #159		October 09 – 13, 2023			Xiamen, CN
TSG-SA2 Meeting #160		November 13 – 17, 2023			Chicago, USA
